166 Hudson Street 
1891 


John B. Smith (1844-1905) & Lucy Nichols (1842-1927). 
Lucy was one of the first women voters. 

_ Site of Merricourt School in the 1930s. It was one of 
two buildings owned by St. John’s School, a private 

4 school for boys. 

Colonial revival 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 064 
1895 James or John B. Smith current owner: Earl Wicklund colonial revival 


John B. Smith built this house about 1898. It remained in his family 
until his widow sold it in 1926. For many years it was one of two 
buildings occupied by the St. James School, a private school for boys 
(the other was the nearby Capt. Elishama Brandegee House at 966 
Worthington Ridge). 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. — 


1891 current owner: Eugene Klimaszewski 


Genealogy 


John B. Smith was born in 1844, the son of Rufus Smith & Clarissa Huntington. He married Lucy Fairfield 
Nichols in 1866 in New Britain. Lucy was born in 1842. They had children including: Laura, Allie, Edith 
Elliot, Harry, Roy, and Faith. Lucy was an organizer in the Berlin Suffragist movement. John died in 1905 
and Lucy in 1927 with burial in Maple Cemetery. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The John B. Smith House is a large gambrel-roofed building with a facade 
divided into three oversized bays. The central entry is protected by 

a flat-roofed portico on paired Tuscan columns. It has a plain arch- 
itrave and frieze separated by a central molding and a dentil course 
under the overhanging eaves of the molded cornice. Windows are over- 
sized and have wide plain-board surrounds and simple molded caps; they 
are fitted with l-over-l sash. Main roof cornice detailing is identical 
on all elevations and includes a plain frieze, a dentil course, mutules 
beneath the overhanging eaves, and a partial return of the molded 
cornice across the gambrel ends. The front gambrel is broken by 

three hip-roofed dormers. The right elevation features an old or 
original flat-roofed one-story solarium. To the rear is a cross- 
gambrel extension with an added steel fire stairs and a two-story 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


SUILDER 
hI ORICAL OR RCH T L POR 


Architecturally, the James B. Smith House is significant as a large and 
well-preserved example of the Colonial Revival style. Popular from 
about 1895 until the late 1930s, the Colonial Revival style drew on an 
eclectic assortment of detailing common in early American high-style 
domestic architecture. Many of these details were based on classical 
Greek and Roman precedents. Typical Colonial Revival features present 
here include the paired Tuscan columns, cornice entablatures and 
dentils. The dormered gambrel roof marks the building as an example 
of the "Dutch Colonial" subtype. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


John B. Smith built this house about 1898. It remained in his family 
until his widow sold it in 1926. For many years it was one of two 
buildings occupied by the St. James School, a private school for boys 
(the other was the nearby Capt. Elishama Brandegee House at 966 
Worthington Ridge). 


Berlin Land Records 44:363 (1898) 


DURCES 


Town of Berlin, CT 


Property Listing Report Map Block Lot 16-1-112-5H Account 1015360 


Valuation Summary —_ (Assessed value = 70% of Appraised Value) Sub Areas 
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Outbuilding and Extra Features ee ee 
= — a 
Sales History 

Owner of Record Book/ Page Sale Date Sale Price 
KLIMASZEWSKI EUGENE 736/711 6/1/2017 326000 
BOEHM DONNA J & DIPASQUALE JOHN C 437/ 886 9/11/2000 262500 
KING NORMAN B & SHIRLEY ANN B 258/ 908 10/31/1986 

Sketch 

Street Index 10 

Acteage 0.63 

Utilities All Public 

Lot Setting/Desc Level,Rolling 

Additional Info 


Primary Construction Details 


Exterior Walls Vinyl Siding 


Exterior Walls 2 Wood on Sheath 


Interior Walls 
Residential Interior Walls 2 
Hot Water 


Gambrel Fin Basement Area 


Interior Floors 2 


AsphiF Gis/Cmp 


Fin BSMT Quality 


Fin BSMT Area 2 


